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O particularize the various Forms of Diſeaſe, to diſplay and avert 
their Nature and Tendency, has deſervedly claimed and obtained 
the primary and moſt ſolicitous Attentions of this EsTABLISHMENT. 

The Sick Poor, (256) remaining under our Care at the Concluſion 
of the laſt Year, ſuffered thoſe Curonic Diſorders and Infirmities 
which are the uſual EffeCts of inceſſant Labour, and an irregular Mode 
of Living. They had long required palliative Aids, and were, chiefly, 
very diſtreſsful Sox ci A Caſes ; to which the Regards of this Ix sT1- 
TUTION have been eſpecially and moſt beneficially appropriated. 

To mitigate the Virulency, and prevent the Progreſs of IN EO“ 
TIO0Us FeveRs, notwithſtanding the unavoidable Difficulty and Dan- 
ger, was always our earneſt Endeavour. To this End the judicious 
Antidotes and Expedients of ancient and modern Times have been, 
with unremitting Diligence, regularly applied. The greateſt Objects 
of Compaſſion were, in Conſequence, ſenſibly relieved; and, we ardent- 
ly hope, the Utility of this charitable EN D.] MEN T, in the Salubrity of 
is DIG, will be inconteſtibly proved, | 
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The baneful Diſlemper, which affected many band of an ad. 
jacent Town during the Summer, and was ſtill more malignant in the 
Autumn, never generally extended its deſtructive Energy to this Situ. 
ation. In one very perilous, but fortunate Caſe, where a previous 
Connection with this Source of almoſt peſtilential Contagion could be | 
traced, the aſſiduous Employment of the Meaſures qualified to inter. 
rupt its Diffuſion, became happily ſucceſsful. | 

To the Subject of PxorayLactics we always recur with peculig | 
Satisfaction. In former RerorTs, the Means which Experience had 
proved to be highly efficacious in obviating the Power, alleviating the 
Symptoms, and ſuppreſſing the Influence of contagious Maladies, 
were particularly enumerated. It may not, however, be deemed im. 
proper to repeat, that of theſe the Nitrous Vapour, oft and copiouſly 
admitted, by the Procels already recommended, in the Chamber and 
around the Beds of the Sick, was beſt enabled to counteract and eradi. 
cate Infection. With this View, as effentially uſeful, the immediate 
Exploſion of Gunpowder, or its gradual Evaporation when mixed with 
Vinegar, were never omitted. From the Obſervance of theſe preventive 
Endeavours, this additional Benefit 1s obtained, that the Attendant 
upon the Sick, and the Healthy in the Family, are inſpired with Con- 
fidence and Alacrity. 

To the well authenticated Teſtimony of Doctor Carmichael Smith, ul 
favour of ſuch Expedients, may be added that of ſeveral eminent Phy-M 
ſicians upon the Continent ; eſpecially thoſe of France, Spain, Swat-M { 
zerland, and Ruſſia. Practitioners moſt converſant with malignant Fe- t| 
vers have allo obſerved that frequent moderate Exerciſe, habitual a 
Temperance, and a tranquil State of Mind, could beſt preſerve. from f. 
their baneful Tendency : And that whilſt Solicitude, or Timidity, al- 1 
ways prediſpoſed to the Action of Contagion, its immediate Excite - f 
ment might be oft, with Certainty, imputed to accidental or imprude ni 
Expoſure to Cold or Moiſture. Theſe combined Cauſes have lately 
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the Management of a Family in Banks's Lane, George-ſtreet. 


paid to Cleanlineſs or Ventilation, became extremely uncertain ; 
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in ſeveral much to be deplored Inſtances, occaſioned that Diſeaſe, 
which had previouſly been long reſiſted; and which became, notwith- 


ſtanding the moſt diligent and judicious Attentions, eventually fatal. 
Whilſt ſuch was the calamitous State of this Vicinity, the Objects 


of our CHARITY remained in a great Meaſure free from infeQtious Diſ- 


order. Its Malignancy, in the few Patients admitted, was, by proper 
Care, readily ſuppreſſed. The greateſt Difficulty occurred relative to 
The 
Attempt to eradicate, or even mitigate, the Influence of Contagion, in 
a Situation ſo remarkably contrated. and where no Regard had been 
and 
ſo virulent was its Power, that the Huſband, Wife, and three Children, 
were in a few Days confined and violently affected. The Appearan- 
ces and Courſe of the Diſeaſe were thoſe of our uſual Nervous Fever. 
Great Langour and Inſenſibility always prevailed ; but no external 
Eruption, or putrefactive Tendency, could be detected. The Criſis 
was formed on the 11th, or 14th Day: and we ſometimes obſerved that 


ſo early as the gd, an active Recurrence of the Symptoms of the cold 


Fit of Fever would take Place ; which, ſoon after ſucceeded by intenſe 


Heat, accompanied with reſtleſs Inquietude and frantic Delirium, was 


terminated by profuſe Perſpiration. The Recovery of this Family 
from ſo dangerous a Diſtemper, with that of the Nurſe, in many Re- 
ſpects an unfavourable Subject, was gradually accompliſhed. The 
only Exception occurred in the Death of a Child, who had previouſly 
ſuffered a very debilitating Affection. As to the probable Origin of 
this Contagion, no ſatisfactory Diſcovery could be made: unleſs we can 
allow its remaining latent and inactive ſince the Year 1790: when a 


ſimilar very fatal Fever prevailed in that Houſe and Neighbourhood. 


The Progreſs of this Malady was arreſted by the various Means of dif- 
ſipating and correcting Contagion : but, in theſe Abodes of Poverty 


and Wretchedneſs, their imperfect Execution prohibited the Hope of 


immediate Succeſs. 
PRIVATE MUNIFICENCE, which has long and moſt effectually al- 
a 2 leviated 
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leviated Diſtreſs, was, upon this Occaſion, liberally applied to the Re. 
lief of, perhaps, the greateſt Objects of ſuffering Humanity. N eceſſary 
Cordials were allowed them, and a regular Nurſe-keeper procured, 
Not only to theſe, but to all other Caſes where the Pangs of Sickneſs 
were combined with the Horrors of Poverty, was this Bounty generouſ. 
lv extended: and, in Conſequence, during the whole of this, and ſeve. 
ral Months of the former Vear, (excluſive of frequent pecuniary Sup. 
plies) the Dis ENSARx has furniſhed the Patients with neither Wine, 
Spirits, nor Attendance. 


The Relief of Miſery, whatever may be its Alper, or wherever is 


Reſidence, muſt, by the wiſe and gracious Appointment of Nature 
become a Source of inexpreſſible Pleaſure : and may be juſtly eſteem- 
ed the ſupreme Gratification of Man. He who is ſuſceptible of the 
tendereſt Emotions of Pity and Compaſſion; who, ſympathizing with 
the Afflictions of his Fellow- Creatures, by active Exertions, and by an 
extenſive Diffuſion of Generoſity, contributes to the Alleviation of 
their Sufferings ; at the ſame Time that he beſt dignifies, exalts, and 


adorns human Nature, will attain an eſſential Qualification for future 


Felicity; and enſure to himſelf, even in this chequered Scene, molt 
exquiſite Senſations of Delight and Comfort. No Liberality (it mull 
be ſufficiently obvious) could more certainly beſtow this refined 
Pleaſure, reſulting from Acts of Beneficence than that, which at the 
preſent Seaſon of Scarcity and Dearneſs of Proviſions was ſo com- 
pletely calculated to meliorate the helpleſs Condition, by removing the 
Pains and Neceſlities, of the Indigent. The copious and diffuſive 
Stream of Beneficence, whilſt it ſprung from the nobleſt Principle 
which can actuate and direct human Conduct, has been productive d 
the moſt ſalutary Effects to the lower Orders of the Community; eff. 
caciouſly and bountifully contributing to the Relief of thoſe who groan- 
ed under the accumulated Preſſure of Poverty and of Diſeaſe. To its 
beneficial Influence alſo, and more eſpecially to that of the late liberal 
VoLunTARY CONTRIBUTIONS, may not unjuſtly be aſcribed that Love 
of Peace, of Order, and of ſocial Union, that Spirit of general cn 
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and Satisfaction; that Averſion to Riot, to Tumult, and Innovation, 
by which the Conduct of the poorer Inhabitants of this Town, has, du- 
ring the preſent Period of Scarcity, been uniformly diſtinguiſhed : in 
as much as they were thus prevented from experiencing, in their full 
Extent, thoſe Evils and Diſtreſſes which might reaſonably have been 
apprehended from the alarming Aſpect of the Times. | 

With a perfect and grateful Senſibility of that Goodneſs, which 
prompted the Opulent and Humane to ſuch Acts of diſintereſted Cha- 
rity; and which, accompliſhing the Views, has rendered the Aids of 
this Eſtabliſhment more extenſive and effectual; we can only intimate, 
ure that next to the conſcious Reflection of having fulfilled an effential 
m. Duty, the beſt Reward genuine Benevolence can obtain is—the Hap- 
he pineſs of its Objects. 
ith We have oft had Occaſion to notice and lament the IntroduQion of 
an malignant Epidemics from diſtant Situations. Several of theſe have 
of! WY lately occurred; particularly that of an aged Man, who returning from 
ma Lancaſter, was ſuppoſed to be merely ſuffering the Effects of Fatigue; 
ure and applied to the D1syzNsARY for Relief from the Urgency of a con- 
"ol WM flitutional Aſthma, aggravated by extreme Debility. He almoſt imme- 
ul diatcly died; and his Wife and two Daughters were ſeized with the 
nei Symptoms of general Fever, which continued the uſual Period. For- 
the tunately they admitted a perfect Recovery: and the neceſſary Precau- 
m · ¶ tions became effectual in preſerving the Health of the Neighbourhood. 
the The Contagions of CuIIDREN, at the Commencement of this Year, 
hve were neither numerous, nor powerful. A few Admifhons in the Na- 
ple tral and Inoculated Small-Pox took Place; but ſeldom required any 
e d medical Aſſiſtance: except in the fatal Caſe of a Child who caught the 
eff Infection in Dublin; though the Eruptions did not appear till its Ar- 
ban- rival here. The detached and elevated Place in which he was nurſed, 
o iu and the aſſiduous Obſervance of the requiſite PRoynyYLACTICS, pre- 
eral vented the Communication of that Malady, which at this Seaſon * 
ov bave been highly deſtructive. 
"= During the Months of September, October, and November, when 
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the Weather was moiſt and mild, the MezasLEs, a Diſeaſe much leſg 
perilous to Children than formerly, prevailed in ſeveral Parts of the 
Town. Its Progreſs and Event were then remarkably favourable : and 


ſo ſucceſsful were our Attentions, that in the firſt 146 Cales, one only 
proved fatal. Though the greateſt Number of Patients occupied the 


moſt confined Situations, yet few ſuffered alarming Symptoms; and 
where Danger might have been apprehended from inflammatory Affec- 


tions of the Breaſt; it was, for the moſt Part, prevented by Blood-let- 
ting, general or topical; and the Application of Bliſters, with the Uſe df 
nitrous, antimonial and aperient Remedies. Plentiful Dilution, with 


bland, mucilaginous Articles; and demulcent, chiefly domeſtic PeQorals 


were occaſionally neceſſary, to promote a moderate Degree of Perſpira. 
tion, and allay the troubleſome Irritation to cough: the cooling Regi- 
men being, at the ſame Time, ſtrictly enjoinedꝭ From the primary At. 
tack till the final Termination of the Diſeaſe, every Precaution had been 
{olicitouſly taken to guard againſt, or obviate, the prejudicial Tendency 
of a cold and damp Seaſon. In ſome Caſes the Meaſles were preceded 
or attended, by the Hoor ix Covcn, or CHIckEN Pox; but fuch 
Complication did not rendet the Symptoms more active or ungovernable. 
The intenſe Froſt which took Place on the 12th of December, and conti- 
nued, with ſlight intervening Thaws, till the Beginning of March, had an 
highly pernicious Influence on this Diſeaſe, and increaſed its Fatality, 
The ſame Cauſe, with the Changes in the State of the Weather, gave 
Occaſion to the almoſt univerſal Prevalency of a CATARRHAL INFLU- 
ENZA, Various and extraordinary were the Appearances which oft 
diſtinguiſhed this very ſingular Epidemic. Preceded by a Senſe of 
Debility and Laſſitude, it aſſumed a Form purely inflammatory. Fre- 
quent and violent Sneezing, with confiderable Defluxions from the 
Eyes and Noſe, ſometimes introduced the Diſeaſe. General febrile 
Symptoms were, ſoon after, excited, with a powerful Determination to 
the Lungs; inducing a frequent harſh Cough); oppreſſive Conſtriction 
at the Breaſt, acute Pain in the Side, and difficult Reſpiration. To 
immediately relieve theſe dangerous Affections, and alſo to prevent 
their 


ET 3 
their future Recurrence, copious and repeated Evacuations became 
abſolutely neceſſary. Extreme Languor, occurring in the terminating 
Stage of Diſeaſe, could alone prohibit their Admiſſion ; and even in ma- 
ny of theſe apparently uncertain Caſes, a fingle Blood- letting, the Anceps 
Remedium quam nullum, judiciouſſy governed, has not only procured a 
ſenſible Remiſſion of the moſt cogent Symptoms; but certainly pro- 


W moted the Efficacy of every ſubſequent Mean of Relief. In ſeveral pecu- 


liarly delicate Conſtitutions, the Diſorder was, in a great Meaſure, con- 
fined to the Throat, Stomach, and Bowels; whilſt in others the Head be- 


came chiefly affected with Giddineſs, a Senſe of Stupefction, and acute, 


tranſient Pain; diſtreſſing the Feelings of the Patient, and alarming the 
Apprehenſions of his Friends. A Degree of Fever, and an obvious in- 
flammatory Tendency, accompanied all theſe Varieties of Diſeaſe. 

To the unwholeſome Quality, and probably reduced Quantity, of the 
Food taken by the Poor this Winter and Spring, may be imputed thoſe 
painful and violent Affections which they frequently endured, Hence 
the Increaſe in the Number of Admiſhons under the Heads of Indigef- 
tion, Colit, and Diarrhea. In many Caſes a ſuitable Government of 
the Regimen, in the Allowance of ſound Bread and Port Wine, (the 
bountiful Liberality of the Poor Man's FRIEN 5 has effected a Cure 
when the regular Exhibition of the moſt proper Medicines had been, 
tor ſome Time, totally inefficacious, 

In the Courſe of the Winter, not only in our northern County, but 
generally in this Kingdom, a greater Number of fudden Deaths has oc- 
curred than was ever remembered during the ſame Period. Many of 
theſe ſhould be imputed to the peculiar Nature and Cauſe of Diſeaſe; 
threatening, at any Moment, immediate Diſſolution; and which, the 
moſt trivial accidental Circumſtance might have induced. More par- 


ticularly may be noticed, as the certain Occaſion of ſeveral Inſtances of 


unexpected Fatality, the frequent Mutations of the Weather; keen 
Froſt and mild Thaw rapidly ſucceeding each other. This was re- 
. markably 
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markably the Caſe with the Aged, Aſthmatic, and where Debility had 
been the Conſequence of long protracted Infirmity or Diſtemper. 


The immediate Conpucrtors of this CHARITx are earneſtly dif. 
poſed to exprels, with Gratitude and Eſteem, their belt Acknowledg. 


ments of that Obligation which the Liberality of the Wealthy and Af. 


fectionate has conferred upon it. Eſpecially do they wiſh to thank 


fully atteſt the Beneficence of thoſe, who influenced by Motives d 


diſintereſted Philanthropy, have long promoted its Views; and now, 
diſtantly fituated, can no longer experience its ſalutary Influence. The 
very numerous Addition of reſpectable Names to the Liſt of Annud 
Subſcribers, obtained this Year, and the voluntary Aids of Private Be- 
nefafors, are alſo moſt gratefully announced. Their Generoſity en- 
ables this humane Endowment to perfectly fulfil its original Deſigna. 
tions : and amply ſupplies that Deficiency in its Funds which the 
Death and Removal of feveral worthy Contributors had occaſioned, 
Of theſe it may be juſtly expected that we ſhould moſt regardfully no- 
tice the late ingenious Doctor BROWNRIGG, who, prior to the 
Eſtabliſhment of MEDICAL CHARITIES in this County, declared hi 
Sentiments in Favour of ſuch INSTITUT IO&S, fully aſſured that they 
were not only qualifitd to relieve ſuffering Indigency, but alſo to ac 
compliſh the ſalutary Defign he had oft zealouſly agitated ; that d 
ſuppreſſing the Power, and interrupting the Progreſs of contagious 
Diſeaſe. Actuated by theſe Inducements, the Doctor became an 
early very liberal Subſcriber ; and as he was then an acting Magiſtrate, 
a Vice Preſident to this DIP EN SAR Y. From theſe Conſiderations i 
will appear eligible to cloſe this IN TRODUCTION to our preſent Re- 
PORT, with the following General Obſervations relative to the laudable 
and uſeful Purſuits of this eminent Practitioner. 

The Celebrity which Doctor BRo ./] RIO deſervedly obtained in the 
Exerciſe of his Profeſſion, during a Period of Thirty Vears, might have 


been predicted by the favourable Circumſtances attending his primary 


Attachment 
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Attachment to it. Intimately acquainted with the Claſſies, aud an 
excellent Mathematician, he was perfectly enabled to proſecute the ge- 


dif. neral literary and philoſophic Studies, which are requiſite Preliminaries 
dg. Ito that of the Sci xcE of Mrpicixz. His Proficiency in thoſe Stu- 
Al. Naies, and Attainments in that Science, were readily acknowledged, 


not only by Literati of this Kingdom, but by the moſt illuſtrous Pro- 
eors of the Continent; with whom he was either perſonally jnti- 
mate, or ſupported a regular Correſpondence, They were, indeed, 
ertainly proved by his numerous, elaborate, and beneficial Writings, * 
He endeavoured, by accurate and repeated Experiments, to diſcloſe 
the latent Operations of Nature; and the preſent well eſtabliſh- 


en. Ned DoQrines, relative to the Properties of the various Gaſſes, 
na · may certainly be imputed to his Diſcoveries reſpecting them: as he 
the | 


ODS Doctor BxOowNRAIOG's Publications were: 
1. An Inaugural Diſſertation De Praxi Medicd ineundd. Lug duni Batavo- 


TUM, 1737. ; 282 ; g * 
2. Effays on Mineral Exhalations. [Publiſhed in 1741—2.] 3 
the 3. On the Uſes of a Knowledge of Mineral Exhalations, when applied to diſcover 
hi che Principles of Mineral Waters; the Nature of Burning Fountains ; and of thoſe | 


poiſonous Lakes which the Ancients called Averni, [Read before the Royal Socie- 
hey ty, and publiſhed in 1741.1 | | 
ac- 4 An Account of a Laboratory, erected near Whitehaven, in 1746: for the Pur- 
MW poſe of accurately inveſtigating the Properties of inflammable Air: and for the Per- 
it OW formance of various Operations in Chemiſtry. ; 
ou 5. The Art of making Common Salt, as now practiſed in moſt Parts of the 
World : with ſeveral Improvements propoſed in that Art : for the Uſe of the Britiſh 
e auß Dominions. London, 1748. [An 1 of this uſeful Publication, along 
ate vith the preceding Eſſays, was inſerted in the 45th and 55th Volumes of the Philo- 
ſophical Tranſactions of the Royal Society.] | 


15 1B 6. A brief Account of the Metal Platina : its Origin and Properties: [preſented to 
R- the Royal Society in 1750. | | | | 

7. Explanatory Notes to a Poem deſcriptive of the Coal Works at Whitehaven. 
able [Publiſhed by John Dalton, D. D. in 1755, and inſerted in Pearch's Oxford Collec- 

tion, | | 123 

8. An experimental Inquiry concerning the mineral elaſtie Spirit, or Air, contain- 
| the Wed in the Waters of Spa in Germany: as well as into the mephitic Qualities of that 
jave Spirit. [Philoſophical Tranſactions, Vol. 55th, 1765.] | | 

9. On the Means of preventing the Communtcation of peſtilential Contagion, and 
147) WF of eradicating it in infected Places. 1 1771. 5 


Was 
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was unqueſtionably the Inventor of thoſe Principles which formed the 
Baſis whereon the permanent Syſtem of Chemical Palejophy is now 
erected. 

As the experienced ParsIcran, the brofeſſional Judgment of Doc. 
tor BRowNR1GG, in his native County, attained the higheſt Eſtima- 
tion unremitting and moſt judicious were his Endeavours to eradi- 
cate, relieve, or prevent the Communication of peſtilent Contagions: 
whilſt an equal Degree of Diſcernment and Aſſiduity was exerted to 
alleviate the Urgency of chronic Infirmities and Diſtempers. But the 
ſureſt Proof of his medical Conſequence may be adduced from that fre. 
quent Application which was made to him, by his opulent Friends, in 
all Caſes of Difficulty and Danger; long after, with a View to poſlels 
the Otium cum Dignitate, he had relinquiſhed actual Practice. 

From this general Statement it may be properly inferred, that to the 


| Abilities of Doctor BR o] Dꝓͤ RI, as a chemical Philoſopher, or dogma. 


tic Phyſician, the higheſt Degree of Reſpectability will ever attach itſelf. 

To this, the public, might be briefly annexed the private CharaQer 
of the Man juſtly eſtimated not leſs good than great. Amiable and po- 
lite in his Behaviour, with a peculiar Attention to oblige, his Society 


was always earneſtly ſolicited. A humane Diſpoſition, an unprejudi- 


ced Judgment, benevolent Affections, and an accurate Taſte for polite 
Literature, were in him happily united: and his Life, extended to a 
long Period, was diſtinguiſhed by the Purity and Integrity of his Mo- 
rals, the Elegance of his Manners, the Mildneſs of his Temper, and the 
undeviating Regard which he paid to religious Obligations, 

O the Merits of this excellent Man, thus imperfectly ie his 
intimate Friends, and the Society which he adorned, will ever retain an 
affectionate Remembrance: whilſt this Country muſt long venerate 


| and eſteem his MEMORY; to which it will aſſuredly pay the — 7 ri- 
ute of GRATITU DE and REspect :— 


Vivit adhuc inter Bonůos 
Viver in Famd nunguam moriturus ! 
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An ACCOUNT of the PATIENTS admitted, from 
Joxz roth, 1799. to JUNE ꝗth, 1800. 


Recommended and Regiſtered, (of whom 622 were 
attended in their awn Habitations) ? 1477 


Midwifery Caſes = = = '- = =- = = - - 113 
Trivial Incidents - - = - = = = - = = 2941 
Children inoculated for the Small [ok 7 
| — 
_ 8 5 
patients remaining upon the Books, June 10, 1799, 256 
4794 

— — — — — — —— 

The STATE of the REGISTERS. 
b OS 
Relieved = ssd 61 
Incurabll - = = = = = = = a 49 
Irregulattttd/u - << a 7 
Dead + — — — — — — — = 8 — 126 41 
Remaining upon the Books = - = = - a - = 136 


. 
Total Number of PATIENTS admitted ſince the Inſtitntion 
of this CHARITY, June 30, 1783. 


In 1783 b 2057 


| 
In 1704 «© 28644 | 
In 1788 3034 
SS. -. . a8 | 
r | ; 
422129 Cured , > - 
In #789 . 50996 Ui .. . 
IIS >. +. yer [1 incurable «. *' "2 
2672 Irregular . . 30 
2806 . 7b 
J Remain on the Books 13 
In 1794. « 3589 
33846 29.91 
— TS - .- - 23938 | 
In 17997 . 3914—•——- 
In 1798 . « « 4359 
9 - - - . 4539 
57. 300 
—ů— ; 


The Number as Patients admitted (as by _ 2 
rie) 57. x 


Regiſtered Patients. L . % * '. A990 85 
— . -. -. -- +» >» » » e - 1449 
b 0000 7 $07 BAG 
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Total 57. 300 


SUBSCRIBER) 


Rev. Richard Armitſtead 
+ Mr. Anthony Adamſon 
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